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The Place of the Textbook in the Modern 
Educational Program 
VIERLING KErRSEY, Superintendent of Public Instruction 


The textbook is the most important single tool of instruction in 
American education. Its function has developed over a long period of 
years and certain practices regarding its use in instruction have 
acquired traditional sanction. The place of the textbook in the educa- 
tional program, however, in common with that of other instructional 
devices and in common with educational objectives, the curriculum, and 
teaching methods, is now undergoing significant change. As the tradi- 
tional educational program is constantly being improved, the role of 
the textbook is being modified better to accord with new purposes and 
procedures. 

The basic importance of the textbook as an aid to learning justifies 
careful consideration of the function it should perform in the modern 
educational program. This consideration will be helped by a contrast 
of the traditional and modern functions served by the textbook. 


THE TEXTBOOK IN THE TRADITIONAL PROGRAM 


Until comparatively recent years the textbook has assumed a 
prominence in the educational program only slightly less than that 
of the teacher. In certain cases the textbook was equally as important 
as the teacher in influencing instruction. Certainly the textbook has 
had a more profound effect on education in the United States than in 
European countries. 

The following summary indicates some of the more important 
elements of the status and function of the textbook in the traditional 
cducational program and something of the reasons for the role it 
has filled. 

1. The traditional curriculum, constituted chiefly of several well 
organized bodies of subject-matter, emphasizing certain knowledge and 
skills to the practical exclusion of other values, lent itself well to the 
use of the textbook as chief instructional tool. 

2. The traditional curriculum was concerned chiefly with subject- 
matter rather than with teaching method; consequently a textbook 
featuring chiefly a logical development of subject-matter became the 
course of study in many schools. 
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3. Educational methods in the traditional school centered chiefly 
about memory based on daily assignments and recitations. The text- 
book was well suited to this type of instruction. Furthermore, a 
textbook well developed to suit this purpose helped to perpetuate this 
type of instruction. 

4. In certain quarters, the preparation of teachers was highly 
inadequate and the textbook served as a crutch on which such teachers 
could depend to cover up their own deficiencies. 

5. The efforts of publishers to embody the best in educational 
thought and practice in their books made it possible for teachers to 
continue to rely greatly on the textbook for both content and teaching 
method. In comparatively recent years, however, changes within the 
curriculum and in teaching methods have rendered dependence on the 
textbook far more difficult. 


FEATURES OF THE MODERN EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM WITH 
IMPLICATIONS FOR TEXTBOOKS 


Recent developments in curriculum practice and improvement in 
teaching methods have important implications for the place and 
function of the textbook. Too often in the past, the nature of text- 
books has determined the curriculum and methods of teaching. At the 
present time the reverse is true. The same fundamentals which 
underlie the curriculum and teaching method determine also the 
nature of the textbook. 

Some of the more important features of modern educational 
procedure and practice which have important implications for the 
curriculum may be stated as follows: 

1. Purpose and interest on the part of the child are more fully 
recognized as basic to effort and learning. 

2. Curriculum units of broad scope based on child interests, needs, 
and abilities have superseded to a large extent traditional subject- 
matter classification, particularly in social studies and science. 

3. Content from one subject-matter field is made to contribute to 
others. Notable examples of this trend are found in the current 
practice of using music and art to augment and enrich the content 
of the social studies. 

4. The former emphasis on knowledge and skills has been modified 
by centering attention on application of knowledge and skills rather 
than on mere acquisition. 

5. Additional emphasis has been placed on attitudes and ideals as 
important outcomes of instruction. 

6. More recognition has been accorded to the emotional side of 
behavior in the determination both of curriculum content and teaching 


method. 
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7. The development of the total personality of the learner rather 
than the mental side only is coming more and more to determine the 
nature and content of curriculum activities. 


CHANGES IN THE FUNCTION OF THE TEXTBOOK 


All of the foregoing trends in the educational program exert 
strong influence on the nature and function of the textbook. Changes 
in the nature of textbooks will not be discussed here except as they 
are implied in certain changes in function. The following statements 
summarize certain of the most important changes in function which 
the textbook has undergone in order to serve best the purposes of the 
modern educational program. 


1. Important as is the textbook as an instructional tool, it is no 
longer such a close second to the teacher in importance. 

2. The textbook no longer dominates the curriculum ; instead, such 
textbooks are selected as will best contribute to the purpose of the 
curriculum. 

3. The textbook no longer determines teaching method to such a 
large extent; it is rarely used as the sole guide for daily lesson 
assignments and as the basis of recitations. 

4. More, and more varied instructional materials are required by 
the new curriculum. Consequently the single textbook in a subject 
is being supplanted by the ‘‘class library’’ consisting of many text- 
books, reference books, and supplementary books. The textbook is 
coming to fill the place of ‘‘principal reference book,’’ and is but one 
of several books which interest and classroom teaching stimulate the 
child to use. 


STATE TEXTBOOK POLICY 


In line with the foregoing, the California state elementary textbook 
program is based on a recognition that the textbook should serve 
varied curriculum needs and contribute richly to modern teaching 
methods. As the curriculum and teaching methods change, the text- 
book program should change accordingly. Following are a few ways 
in which the state elementary school textbook program has been 
planned during recent years to take account of the changed status of 
the textbook in the educational program in California. 


1. Books recommended for adoption by the State Curriculum 
Commission to the State Board of Education are selected on the basis of 
careful study embodying objective, as well as subjective methods and 
analytical techniques, in terms of criteria validated by the best thought 
and practice in curriculum procedure and by research on methods of 


learning. 
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2. Two distinct teaching methods were recognized in the recent 
adoption of spelling textbooks. This resulted in the adoption of two 
series from which school districts may select; one, a series of the 
regular textbook type, and the second, a textbook and work-book 
combined with special provisions for individual instruction. 

3. Two sixth grade readers rather than one were recently adopted 
{to provide a greater amount of reading material. Each book is 
furnished to schools in quantity equal to one-half of the sixth grade 
enrollment. This is a first step toward the provision of a more 
adequate amount of textbook material in reading. 

4. In the recent adoptions of textbooks in the social studies field, 
an attempt was made to furnish a greater amount and wider variety 
of textbook materials. The program consists of 

a. One geography textbook for each of the grades four to seven, 

inclusive. 

b. A textbook on California geography for use in any one semester 

of the seventh or eighth grades. 

ce. Two history textbooks for the fifth grade. 

d. Two history textbooks for the sixth grade. 

e. One history textbook each in grades seven and eight. 

f. A supplementary textbook on American history for grades 

seven and eight. 

g. A textbook on California history for use in any one semester 

of the seventh or eighth grades. 

. A supplementary book, Visual Geography of California, for 

use in grades four to eight. 

i. A supplementary book, California Progress, describing Boulder 
Dam and the Colorado River Aqueduct, the Golden Gate 
and San Franciseco-Oakland Bay bridges, and the Central 
Valley Project, for use in grades four to eight. 


S 


All of the above adoptions are intended as steps toward the 
provision of a state textbook program which will serve better the 
needs of a modern educational program. It is planned to continue 
and extend these policies in connection with future state textbook 
adoptions. 


| DEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction 
ViERLING Kersey, Superintendent 


USE OF SCHOOL BUSES 


Information received by this Department indicates that in some 
instances persons other than pupils are being provided transportation 
by school districts and that the use of buses owned by districts is 
sometimes granted to organizations having no official connection with 
the schools of the district. These practices are in direct violation of 
law. 

The responsibility for the furnishing of transportation rests with 
those who authorize it, particularly in those cases where persons are 
transported in school buses who are not entitled to the privilege. The 
public liability insurance policies carried by school districts on buses 
of the district in many cases do not protect the district or its officers 
or employees when the buses are used in violation of law. 

Continued violation of the law may lead to extremely serious 
consequences. 


WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION AND NATIONAL 
YOUTH ADMINISTRATION 

WPA and NYA recreation workers are not eligible to teach 
physical education or other school subjects during school hours. Relief 
workers marking courts and repairing balls and equipment may do 
such work during school hours if so assigned. 

Laws and regulations governing WPA and NYA projects must 
be carefully observed. 


Division of Research and Statistics 


Watter E. Moraan, Assistant Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
and Chief, Division of Research and Statistics 


AREAS OF DISTRICTS MAINTAINING JUNIOR COLLEGES, 
1936-37 
The following corrections should be made in the article appearing 
on pages 278 to 285, inclusive, in the September, 1936, number of Callt- 
fornia Schools.* 


1Walter E. Morgan, “Areas of Districts Maintaining Junior Colleges, 1936-37,” 
California Schools, VII (September, 1936). 
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1. On page 279 under Los ANGELES JUNIOR COLLEGE District—Los ANGELES 
Counry, insert, “Beverly Hills Unified School District” before Los Angeles City 
High School District. 

2. On page 283 insert following PLACER UNION HicuH Scuoot DIstrict: 
“Pomona Criry HicH Scuoot Distrricr—Los ANGELES COUNTY 


Pomona (City) Spadra” 


The above omissions from the article in the September, 1936, 
number of California Schools are regretted. Corrections should be 
made in your copy of that issue of California Schools in order that 
the list of districts composing junior college districts and high school 
districts maintaining junior colleges will be complete. 


Division of Textbooks and Publications 


Ivan R. WATERMAN, Chief 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


Recent Development in Secondary Education in California—A Prelim- 
inary Report of the Cooperating Schools, State of California Depart- 
ment of Education Bulletin No. 7, October 1, 1936. 


This bulletin presents a summary of the first curriculum develop- 
ments undertaken by the twelve secondary schools cooperating with 
the University of California and other California colleges and univer- 
sities in an experimental study planned to modify college entrance 
requirements in terms of a reorganized secondary school curriculum. 
Copies of the bulletin have been sent to all California county and city 
superintendents of schools and to all day high schools including 
junior high schools and junior colleges. A small supply: remains. 
Requests for a small number of additional copies received from high 
school and junior college principals and superintendents of schools 
will be filled as long as the supply lasts. 

Attention is also directed to Projects Initiated for Improving 
Secondary School Practice, State of California Department of Educa- 
tion Bulletin No. 8, April 15, 1934. Copies of this bulletin will also be 
furnished upon request. 
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INTERPRETATIONS OF SCHOOL LAW 


CORRECTION 


The correct number of the opinion of the Attorney General 
referred to on page 293, September, 1936, issue of California Schools 
under the heading ‘‘Determination of Expenditures under ‘Five Per 
Cent Limitation Law’ ’’ as A. G. O. No. 10189, is A. G. O. No. 10819. 


Appellate Court Decisions 


Liability of School Districts, Principals, and Teachers for Injuries 

to Pupils 

In an action by a pupil against a school district, the governing 
board, the principal, and the physical education instructor thereof for 
injuries alleged to have been received as a result of the negligence of 
the teacher, the failure of the plaintiff to present or file a verified 
demand claim for damages within five months after the injury, as 
required by Statutes 1931, page 2476 as amended by Statutes 1933, 
page 2148 (Deering Act 5150), was fatal to his action, even though his 
action was based on School Code section 2.801, and barred his right of 
recovery against any of the defendants. (Kenny, Jr., v. Antioch Live 
Oak School District et al., 86 C. A. D. 741, --- Pace. (2d) ---) 


Removal of Members of Alameda City Board of Education 

Under the provisions of section 20 of Article XIII of the Alameda 
City Charter, members of the Alameda City Board of Education may 
be removed from office by a majority vote of the Alameda City Council. 
(People ex rel. City of Alameda v. Smith, 86 C. A. D. 773, --- Pae. 
(2d) ---) 


Attorney General’s Opinions 


Application of Civil Service Law to Readers Employed by 

California School for the Blind 

Readers employed by the California School for the Blind for 
graduates of the School for the Blind who are attending institutions 
of higher learning are subject to the Civil Service Law (Constitution, 
Article XXIV) of this state. (A. G. O. 10906, September 1, 1936) 


Application of Field Bill to District Administration Buildings 
The administration building of a school system is a school building 
as defined in Deering Act 7518b (Field Bill) and is subject to the 
provisions of said act. (A. G. 0. 10904, September 6, 1936) 
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Classification of Persons as Permanent Employees of School Districts 


A person was employed continuously in a school district as a 
teacher or principal from the school year 1924-1925 to the close of 
the school year 1935-1936. The contract for each year between such 
person and the governing board of the employing district from 1930 
on (these being the only contracts available) showed that the person 
was employed as a principal although such person did, as a matter of 
fact, teach one or more classes during each of such school years. Each 
such contract classified such person as a probationary employee except 
the contract for the school year 1934-1935, which classified such person 
as a permanent employee. The governing board of the district had no 
power to classify such person as a permanent employee by reason of 
his work as principal, although he may have become a permanent 
employee as a classroom teacher under School Code section 5.500 if the 
district had an average daily attendance of more than 850 pupils. If 
the district had a lesser average daily attendance the teacher did not 
automatically become a permanent employee of the district, since in 
such ease the board, under School Code section 5.501, would be required 
to classify him affirmatively as such and to record such action in its 
minutes. The mere fact that the 1934 contract referred to him as 
permanent did not have the effect of so classifying him, because the 
contract employed him as principal and because no affirmative action 
so to classify him was taken by the board (citing Work v. Central 
Union High School District, 2 C. A. D. (2d) 626). (A. G. O. 10880, 


September 10, 1936) 


Contracts by Governing Boards of School Districts in Which 

Member of Board Has an Interest 

Where the member of the governing board of a high school district 
is the manager of the local Penney store, the board may not by reason 
of the provisions of School Code section 2.810 enter into any contract 
with the Penney Stores (citing Stockton Plumbing and Supply Com- 
pany v. Wheeler, 68 Cal. App. 592). (A. G. O. 10898, August 27, 1936) 


Contributions from County General Fund to State Permanent 

(Retirement) Fund for County Superintendents of 

Schools and Their Certificated Employees 

That portion of School Code section 5.10044 providing for an 
increase in the salaries of county superintendents of schools now in 
office and in the salaries of county employees is unconstitutional since it 
violates section 5 of Article XI of the Constitution. The portion of the 
section in question reads: 


In the case of county superintendents of schools and certified employees 
of county superintendents of schools, remittances to the state treasurer 


|| 
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of six dollars for each such person serving in any county must be made 
in April and October of each year by the county auditor of the county 
in which such person is serving and such remittances shall be paid from 
the general fund of the county. 


(A. G. O. 10874, September 14, 1936) 


Duty of County Auditors Under Five Per Cent Limitation Law 


Where the budget of the governing board of a school district is in 
excess of the limitations prescribed by the so-called ‘‘five per cent 
limitation law’’ (Deering Act 8493b), the auditor is not required to 
perform his duties with respect thereto under Political Code section 
3714 (County Budget Act) unless said law is constitutional. (A. G. O. 
10879, August 8, 1936) 


Purchase of School Buses and Real Property by School Districts 
Over Periods in Excess of One School Year 


Opinions Nos. 10189 and 10199 of the Attorney General (California 
Schools, VI (October and November, 1935), pages 377 and 408) 
relating, respectively, to the purchase of school buses by school dis- 
tricts and to the purchase of certain of the lands and buildings of the 
Santa Barbara State College by the Santa Barbara City High School 
District over a period of more than one fiscal year, are affirmed. (A. G. 
O. 10891, August 20, 1936) 


Resignation and Reemployment of District Superintendents Prior 
to Close of Contract Term 


Where the governing board of a school district employed a district 
superintendent of schools for a period of two years at a stipulated 
annual salary, the board reserving the right to increase the salary for 
the second year, and before the expiration of such contract a new 
four-year contract at a higher salary was entered into between the 
superintendent and the board, the first contract as to term was valid 
(citing A. G. O. 9649, California Schools, V (December 1934), page 
427), but the validity of the second contract is doubtful unless the 
circumstances surrounding the situation were such as to bring it 
within the principles set forth in Stewart v. Eaves, 84 Cal. App. 312. 
The case just cited holds in effect that where, before the expiration of 
a four-year contract between the governing board of a city school 
district and the city superintendent of schools, the superintendent 
resigns and is immediately reemployed for another four-year period 
at an increase in salary, the resignation and subsequent reemployment 
were valid in the absence of any showing that there was any agree- 
ment between the superintendent and the board that when tendering 
his resignation the superintendent would be employed to succeed 
himself. (A. G. O. 10866, August 6, 1936) 
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State Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation Trainees as Employees 

Trainees of the Bureau of Vocational Rehabilitation of the State 
Department of Education receiving training in an industrial establish- 
ment are, in all probability, employees of such establishment within the 
meaning of the Workmen’s Compensation Law (Deering Act 4749) 
(citing Union Lumber Company v. Industrial Accident Commisston, 
84 C, A, D, 913), A. G. 0, 10878, August 7, 1936) 


Validity of Special Meetings of Governing Boards of High School 

Districts , 

On May 11, 19836, the governing board of a high school district 
determined to reemploy a probationary teacher, but, on May 15, 1936, 
held a special meeting and dismissed the teacher. The special meeting 
was held at the office of the clerk of the board, all members being 
present except one who was verbally notified of the meeting but was 
unable to attend, although willing that the meeting be held. The board 
waived all irregularities as to time and place. The notice set forth in 
Schoo) Code section 2.1092 was not given. The written call of a special 
meeting prescribed by School Code section 2.1092 is not indispensable 
to the validity of a special meeting where all members of the board 
agree to the meeting and the action of the board in waiving irregulari- 
ties as to time and place was sufficient authorization for the holding of 
the meeting at a place other than the high school building under School 
Code section 2.1094. (A. G. O. 10880, September 10, 1936) 
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AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 


November 11—17, 1936, will be observed throughout the nation as 


American Education Week. This is an occasion; of considerable 
importance to every community. American Education Week is the 


time when every school should be the host to every member of the 
community. This function of American Education Week is indicated 
for this year’s observance: ‘‘Our American Schools at Work.’”’ If 
the schools fail to observe this occasion they are missing a fine oppor- 
tunity toward better understanding between the schools and the people. 

This year marks the sixteenth annual observance of American 
Education Week, which was established in 1921. It is sponsored by 
the National Education Association, the United States Office of Educa- 
tion, and the American Legion with the assistance of scores of national, 
state, and local organizations. The sponsors announce the following 
topics for special consideration during the week: 


GENERAL THEME—OUR AMERICAN SCHOOLS AT WORK 


Monday, November 9 The Story of the Schools 

Tuesday, November 10 The Changing Curriculum 

Wednesday, November 11 New Services to the Commu- 
nity 

Thursday, November 12 The Unfinished Business of 
Education 

Friday, November 13 Financing America’s Schools 

Saturday, November 14 Education for Physical Fit- 
ness 

Sunday, November 15 Education for Character 


The September, 1936, number of the Journal of the National Edu- 
cation Association in commenting on American Education Week lists 


the following elements of a good local celebration: 

Leaders with a vision of the service this observance can render to the schools 
and to the community. 

Teachers who understand and enthusiastically support the program. 

Early planning which brings better results and lightens the burden. 

Early selection of committees. 

Early contacts with various community organizations which will cooperate in 
the observance. 

Early provision for the adequate financing of the observance. 

Early ordering of materials made available at cost prices by state and national 
educational agencies and other groups. 

Early preparation and production of materials to be issued locally. 
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Materials to help local school systems in the observance of Ameri- 
ean Education Week are available at a low cost and some will be sent 
free on request. Extensive bibliographies on each of the American 
Education Week daily topies may be secured by writing to the Research 
Division of the National Education Association, inclosing a long, 
addressed, stamped envelope. A price list for handbooks, manuals, 
posters, leaflets, stickers, and packets of various materials is also to be 
found in the September number of the Journal. 


EDUCATIONAL BROADCASTS 


Following is the schedule of educational broadcasts to be given 
under the auspices of the State Department of Education. Education 
Today, Adventures in Science, and Golden Days are under the direc- 
tion of Mary Gayer Field; the California History Program is under 
the direction of Erle Kenney of the Alameda Public Schools; and the 
Pageant of Youth is under the direction of Mary Lynn. 


EpucaTION Topay, STATION KGO, 6:00-6:15 P. M. 


October 38—The California Nautical School 
October 10—The California Nautical School 
October 17—The California Nautical School 
October 24—Vocational Rehabilitation 
October 31—Vocational Rehabilitation 
November T—Vocational Rehabilitation 


ADVENTURES IN SCIENCE, STATION KLX, 8:00-8:30 P. M. 


October 2—The Story of Helium 
October 9—The Story of Radium 
October 16—The Story of Insulin 
October 23—Michael Faraday 

October 30—Michael Faraday, Concluded 
November 6—Archimedes 

November 138—Andreas Vesalius 


GOLDEN Days, STATION KRE, 5:45-6:00 P. M. 


October 7—The Lost Padre 
October 14—The Regeneration 
October 21—Hargraves’ Luck 
October 28—Californios 
November 4—-Homestake Discovery 


CALIFORNIA HISTORY PROGRAM, STATION KROW, 1:30-2:00 P. M. 


October 7—General Vallejo 
October 14—Juan Rodrigues Cabrillo 
October 21—Sam Brannan 

October 28—Bear Flag Revolt 
November 4—John Marsh 


THE PAGEANT OF YOUTH, STATION KLX, 10:00-10:30 P. M. 


October 7—One of the Herd 
October 14—Horace Greeley 


—————____—- 
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October 21—The Boy Colombo 
October 28—William Penn 
November 4—Wise Men of the East 
November 11—Bill of Human Rights 


Vocational Agriculture 


Farming facts prepared by the agricultural staff at the California 
Polytechnic School at San Luis Obispo are woven into a brand new 
drama of farm life in California—the story of a rural boy who wants 
to know, and of his friendly practical teacher who wants to help. 

This broadcast series is sponsored by the State Department of 
Education, and the cooperation and facilities of the National Broad- 
casting Company make it available each Tuesday morning at 9:30 
o’clock, stations KPO and KFI. 


Growth and Development of the Child 


Dr. Norman C. Wetzel, of Western Reserve University, will intro- 
duce the Radio Forum on ‘‘Growth and Development of the Child,”’ 
which will be presented during the coming school year, under the 
sponsorship of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, the 
American Academy: of Pediatrics, and the National Broadcasting 
Company. Programs will be broadeast on Wednesday afternoons from 
2:30 to 3:00 o’clock, EST, over the NBC blue network. 

The program schedule for October and the first week in November 
is as follows: 

October 14 Introduction—What Is Growth? 

Dr. Norman C. Wetzel, Western Reserve University, Cleveland 
October 21 Biology of Growth 

Ross G. Harrison, Professor of Biology, Yale University 


October 28 Prenatal Growth 
‘ George L. Streeter, Director, Department of Embryology, Carnegie 
Institution of Washington 


November 4 Growth in Infancy (up to 3.3 years) 
Harry Bakwin, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, New York Univer- 
sity College of Medicine 


Copies of addresses may be obtained, after they are broadcast, by 
sending five cents to the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, 
Washington. 


SERIES OF SHAKESPEARE BROADCASTS 
Under the joint auspices of the American School of the Air and 
the Radio Committee of the National Council of Teachers of English, 
a series of literature programs will be given during the school year 
over the stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System on Tuesday 
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afternoons from 2:15 to 2:45 p.m. The programs offer much variety, 


as this list of them indicates: 

October 20—(1) An Interpretation of Keats’ “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” by Max J. 
Herzberg, and (2) an interview with Stephen Vincent Benet, with 
readings by Mr. Benet. ; 

November 10—A radio version of King Richard the Third. 

November 24—A radio version of Romeo and Juliet. 


December 8—(1) A poetry choir from Central High School, Newark, N. J., and 
(2) an interview with Whit Burnett, editor of the magazine Story. 


January 5—A radio version of The Taming of the Shrew. 

January 19—A radio version of Julius Caesar. 

February 2—(1) Dr. F. H. Kirkpatrick, Toronto, Canada, on the reading and 
interpretation of poetry, with illustrations, and (2) an interview 
with Lew Sarett, poet and lecturer. 

February 16—A radio version of As You Like It. 

March 2—A radio version of J'welfth Night. 


March 16—(1) A poetry choir from Thomas Jefferson High School, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and (2) an interview with Harold S. Latham, author and 


publisher. 
April 6—A radio version of Hamlet. 
April 20—A radio version of Henry the Fifth. 


The Columbia Broadcasting System desires that the series of 
Shakespeare performances be evaluated. Comment and suggestions 
will be welcomed, particularly with reference to direct effect on 
students and classes. 

A manual covering these and other programs and provided with 
material which may be used with students both before and after the 
broadeasts may be obtained without charge from Miss Helen Johnson, 
Director, American School of the Air, 485 Madison Avenue, New 


Tork, N.Y. 


PROFESSOR FLETCHER HARPER SWIFT HONORED 


Professor Fletcher Harper Swift of the School of Education, Uni- 
versity of California, has been created Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor, by ministerial decree of the French government in recognition 
of the significant service he has rendered to the Republic through his 
recently published monograph, Policies of Financing Institutions of 
Public Instruction in France. 

In addition to his study on France, Professor Swift has published 
similar studies on Austria and Czechoslovakia. He has in preparation 
like studies on Germany and England. 


ADULT EDUCATION WEEK IN LONG BEACH 


Thomas M. Eaton, Mayor of Long Beach, has issued the following 
proclamation, the first of its kind to come to the attention of this office, 
designating the week of September 14 to 21, 1936, as Adult Education 


ARN IE. 


SE A OIE CONT notes Ri 


—s 


een 


tala ts 


nde 


SR PRE TRON OS, LOOT a NRT RR 


OU Te 


pas sh csuceit thi nab 


October, 1936) CALIFORNIA SCHOOLS 323 


Week in the City of Long Beach, and urging all civic, social, religious, 
and educational organizations throughout the city to observe the 
objectives of this department of the educational system: 


WHEREAS, Monday, September 14, marks the annual opening of the 
Adult Education Department of the Long Beach City School System to 
the adult population of our city, and 


a WHEREAS, the Adult Education Department has provided numerous 
opportunities for the social, cultural, and vocational training of the adults, 
both American and foreign born, who will meet at seven centers through- 
out the city for the current school year, 

Therefore, I, Mayor Thomas M. Eaton, Mayor of the City of Long 
Beach, do hereby proclaim September 14 to 21, inclusive, Adult Education 
Week in the City of Long Beach and urge all civic, social, religious, and 
educational organizations throughout the city to observe the objectives 
of this department of our educational system. 


(Signed) Tuomas M. Eaton, Mayor 


SAFETY AWARDS 


The C. I. T. Safety Foundation, 1 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y., 
announces two nation wide contests to be conducted during the school 
year 1936-1937. One contest is open to high school pupils and one to 
teachers employed in elementary schools or high schools. The rules 
of the contests and the awards follow. For further information write 
directly to the Foundation. 


Rules and Regulations for Teachers’ Safety Award 


Eligibility: Any teacher regularly employed in any grammar school or high school, 
public or private, in the United States, may enter the competition. 


Awards: For the best plan, $500; for the second best, $250; third, $100; fourth, 
$50; honorable mention, four awards of $25 each. 


1. Any teacher may enter competition by submitting outline of methods and plan 
used in class room for instilling in minds of pupils the importance of 
extreme care in avoiding street and traffic accidents. 

2. Special credit will be allowed for plans that tend to create the habit of crossing 
streets only at intersections, and build up among pupils an alertness in traffic 
that promises to save life and limb. 

3. Originality of plan, its general effectiveness, and possibility of its adoption as 
national educational feature will be given special consideration. 

4. Board of Judges will be composed of two educators and one traffic expert 
appointed by C. I. T. Safety Foundation, and their decisions and awards 
shall be final. , 

Submit outline of plan, as brief as possible, with name, address, and school, not 
later than June 380, 1937, to C. I. T. Safety Foundation, 1 Park Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 


ot 


Rules and Regulations for Safety Essay Contest Among High School 
Students of 1936 


Eligibility: Any student in any high school, public or private, in the United States, 
may submit an essay and compete. 


Awards: For best essay, $100; second best, $50; third, $25; next ten, $20 each; 
next ten, $10 each; remaining 105, $5 each. 
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1. Essays must be confined to pedestrian care and driver care, and methods to 
induce more care on the part of both driver and pedestrian. 

2. Essays should not exceed 750 words, written legibly or typewritten on one side 
of paper, size 84x11, and bear name and address of writer on each sheet. 

3. Special rating will be given for terseness, for specific proposals for reducing 
traffic and street accidents among school pupils, and for originality in ideas 
and suggestions. 

4. All papers will be graded by judges selected by the C. I. T. Safety Foundation 
and advisory board and their awards will be binding and final. 

5. Entries close on June 30, 1937, and awards will be announced as soon thereafter 
as possible. 

6. Mail all essays together with your name, address, school, class, and teacher’s 
name to C. I. T. Safety Foundation, 1 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


JUNIOR COLLEGES, A RECENT PUBLICATION 


Junior Colleges, United States Office of Education Bulletin 1936, 
No. 3, prepared by Dr. Walter J. Greenleaf, Office of Education 
specialist in higher education, reports the results of a national survey 
of junior colleges. The junior colleges included in the 554 registered 
at the Office of Education comprise public high schools that have added 
junior college divisions, established preparatory schools recognized 
as junior colleges or offering junior college work, some four-year col- 
leges that have given up their degree granting privileges to concen- 
trate on the first two years of college work, and newly created junior 
colleges. 

More than half of the 190 public junior colleges are found in four 
states—California, Iowa, Texas, and Oklahoma. California has 44 
public junior colleges. Closures, mergers, expansions, and additional 
intormation on America’s junior colleges are discussed in this bulletin. 

The publication may be secured for 15 cents from the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington. 


A FORESTRY HANDBOOK FOR CALIFORNIA 


The Division of Information and Edueation, California Region, 
Forest Service, United States Department of Agriculture, has 
announced the publication of a revised edition of the Forestry Hand- 
book for California, which was prepared in cooperation with the 
California State Chamber of Commerce. 

A foreword by Superintendent Vierling Kersey recommends the 
use of the handbook to all elementary and secondary schools in the 
state in connection with all educational activities designed to develop 
the understanding of pupils in regard to the importance of conserva- 
tion of natural resources. The handbook covers such essential features 
of the problem as forest types and forest trees of California, lumbering 
and reforestation, water conservation, grazing, use of forests in 
recreation, the wild life of the forest, the enemies ot the forest, and 
the need of man’s care in the preservation of forest resources. 
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Within the month of October, copies of the handbook will be 
distributed to the schools of California. Following the original distri- 
bution, additional copies may be obtained, if necessary, from the 
Forest Service, 760 Market Street, San Francisco. 


AMERICAN RED CROSS HOME INSPECTION CAMPAIGN 


During the week beginning October 26, 1936, the American Red 
Cross, through local Red Cross chapters, will conduct its second annual 
Home Inspection Campaign. The purpose of the campaign is to 
acquaint persons with hazards existing in their homes. The campaign 
is part of the continuing program of the American Red Cross for the 
prevention of home and farm accidents. 

School authorities throughout the state are urged to cooperate with 
local Red Cross chapters in this campaign. Further information may 
be secured from local Red Cross chapters. 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT ANNIVERSARY 


October 27, 1936, will mark the seventy-eighth anniversary of the 
birth of Theodore Roosevelt. His life of conspicuous service to his 
country may well be commemorated in the public schools of California. 

The Women’s Roosevelt Memorial Association, Roosevelt House, 
28 East Twentieth Street, New York, N. Y., will be glad to furnish 
upon request copies of a suggested program to be used in commemo- 
rating the anniversary of his birth. 


SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION ACCOUNTING FORMS 


Several years ago the California Taxpayers’ Association developed 
and published a series of school bus transportation accounting forms 
which have been offered to school districts at cost plus postage. The 
Association plans to place its order for reprinting these forms at an 
early date and desires information from school officials on the num- 
ber which they plan to order. School superintendents and others 
planning to use these forms should notify the California Taxpayers’ 
Association at 775 Subway Terminal, Los Angeles, California, immedi- 
ately concerning their needs in order to secure the benefits of quantity 
printing which will accrue if this information is secured at an early 
date. 


SOCIAL STUDIES EDITION OF SCHOLASTIC MAGAZINE 


Scholastic, the American High School Weekly, announces the pub- 
lication of a separate social studies edition of the magazine; the regu- 
lar edition for teachers of English and those who combine or integrate 
English and the social subjects, and a social studies edition for classes 
demanding a detailed study of social and economic problems. Each 
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edition is the same size and magazine style as the old Scholastic, and 
there has been no increase in subscription price. 

A special teacher edition of the magazine will also be published 
weekly. This edition will carry all the material appearing in the 
chosen student edition plus a special supplement presenting in 
improved form the classroom helps, assignments, study guides, and 
news formerly published in Highschool. 


CONVENTION OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC 
SCHOOL BUSINESS OFFICIALS 

The National Association of Public School Business Officials will 
meet in St. Louis, Missouri, October 12-16, 1936, with headquarters 
in the Jefferson Hotel. The convention program covers practically 
every phase of the business manager’s job—sanitation, engineering, 
credit unions, modernization, consolidation, transportation, budgeting, 
federal projects, air conditioning, minimum essentials, and economy. 

Paul H. Scholz, president of the National Association of Public 
School Business Officials invites boards of education to send delegates. 


ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR 
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

The forty-fourth annual convention of the Association for Child- 
hood Education will be held in San Antonio, Texas, March 30—April 3, 
1937. ‘‘Today’s trends in Childhood Education”’ will be the theme of 
the convention. Delegates and visitors will have an opportunity to 
visit Texas schools, to participate in forum and class discussions of 
these trends, and to hear outstanding leaders in the field of childhood 
education. 

The Association for Childhood Edueation is organized to serve 
teachers of young children through educational publication, national 
study conferences, committee projects, local organizations, and indi- 
vidual information service, to the end that young children may have 
improved educational opportunities. 


YOUNG LIVES IN A MODERN WORLD, A NATIONAL CONGRESS 
OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS PUBLICATION 


Young Lives in a Modern World, a sixteen page pamphlet for 
junior and senior high school Parent-Teacher Associations, has recently 
been published by the National Congress of Parents and Teachers. This 
public welfare pamphlet, the work of a committee of the National 
Congress, is a revised edition of the program formerly issued under 
the title, A Public Welfare Program. Community services to and 
influences on modern youth which the Parent-Teacher Association 
may improve are discussed, including motion pictures, safety, ade- 
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quate library service, recreation, and juvenile protection. A suggested 
program outline on each topic is included. 

Protection of young workers and the prevention of juvenile delin- 
quency is urged in this volume, and it is recommended that high school 
Parent-Teacher Associations initiate activities in the safety field 
designed to reduce accidents. 

The price of the pamphlet is five cents a copy. It may be ordered 
from the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, Washington. 


ENROLLMENTS IN STATE COLLEGES 


During the school year 1935-36 the state colleges enrolled a net 
total of 12,444 students, distributed as follows: 


ar P Summer 
Regular Limited Extension Z 
College students! students? students oy Net totals 
CN tr nk ee 711 84 245 137 1,124 
pe eae ee Ree 1,633 : ee 220 2,130 
pe A ee ee Seo: 335 86 50 133 545 
NS EES SOI, 1,567 , | Se eee 299 1,824 
Na Ee 1,693 255 185 1,086 2,878 
NS Rae ee eee ee 1,923 180 58 813 2,728 
eae 889 | eae 353 1,215 
= Sei ss 8,751 1,112 ~  §38 3,041 12,444 


1 Students enrolled for over 5 hours of credit. 
* Students enrolled for 5 or fewer hours of credit. 
* Net total equals all registrations with duplicates eliminated. 


The enrollment on October 5 of 1935 and 1936, as shown in the 
following tabulation, indicates present trends in enrollments. 


October 5, 1935 October 5, 1936 
College 
Regular | Limited | Extension Total Regular | Limited | Extension Total 
students | students | students students | students | students 
oe eee ae 643 arene 676 628 21 49 698 
| ee eee 1,469 | 1,705 1,506 | ee 1,686 
Bamboktt....-....... 306 12 29 347 309 - | Sens 315 
San Diego....-.-----. 1,369 7 | ee 1,381 1,466 || | ewe 1,480 
San Francisco-..--.-..-- 1,400 160 62 1,622 1,427 104 46 1,577 
oe eee 1,670 | Le nee 1,755 1,718 | ee 1,758 
Santa Barbara-...-.-- 806 i 5 See 837 935 | eae 981 
TMB co ccscccee 7,663 569 91 8,323 7,989 411 95 8,495 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE 


REVIEWS 


Saran T. Barrows, and KatHarRINE H. Hatt. Games and Jingles for Speech 
Development. Boston: Expression Company, no date. Pp. v + 74. 


Epna Correr, and ExizanerH M. Harstep. Class Lessons for Improving Speech. 
Boston: Expression Company, 1986, Pp. ix + 101. 


Years of professional experience in the field of speech education by four 
California authors has resulted in the publication of two valuable little books 
which will give practical guidance to elementary school teachers in this important 
phase of child development. 

Both books have a distinct place in the educational program. Games and 
Jingles for Speech Development provides the primary teacher with “systematic 
practice exercises for speech development.” The jingles afford opportunity for 
necessary repetition of sounds in rhythmic patterns which are always a delight to 
young children. 

Three outstanding services are potential in this contribution; (1) the improve- 
ment of the speech of all primary children; (2) the improvement of the speech of 
children from homes in which a foreign language is spoken; and (38) the correction 
of defective speech sounds so common among young children. 

Class Lessons for Improving Speech is primarily adapted to work with 
children in grades above the fourth, although it contains many suggestions which 
teachers may adapt to work with younger children. The lesson plans for consonant 
and consonant combinations occupy the major portion of the book although con- 
siderable material is provided for the correction of common mispronunciations and 
difficulties in speech encountered by children of various foreign linguistie heritage. 
Brief but effective advice is provided regarding stammering and baby talk. 

The greatest usefulness of these books will be found, not in the correction of 
outstandingly defective speech habits which frequently require the services of a 
specialist, but in the general improved speech of all elementary children when these 
suggestions are incorporated into their educational program. 

The concentration of attention in California on problems of speech education 
under the sponsorship of the State Department of Education and the direction of 
Mrs. Mabel Farrington Gifford has borne many intangible results in improved speech 
for innumerable children. These books may be regarded as more tangible “first 
fruits’? which will implement teachers in their efforts to secure immediate results in 
beautiful and effective speech and the ultimate concomitant emotional security and 


personality development to which good speech is conducive. 
HELEN HEFFERNAN 


Space and Equipment for Homemaking Instruction. Vocational Education Bulletin 
No. 181, Home Economics Series No. 18. Washington: United States Depart- 
ment of the Interior, Office of Education, 1935. 


The Federal office of education has issued a new bulletin Space and Equipment 
for Homemaking Instruction—A guide to Location and Arrangement of Home- 
making Departments. 

Architects, school administrators, and teachers will find valuable assistance and 
direction in this bulletin for planning new housing facilities for homemaking depart- 
ments, or remodeling present plants. 

The arrangement of floor space and the selection and placement of equipment 
are discussed from the standpoint of their function in relation to a sound educational 
philosophy. 

Too frequently building plans show very little consideration of functional 
values. 
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The bulletin, of 153 large pages, contains many drawings of floor plans and 


illustrations of rooms and equipment. 
A detailed table of contents and a topical index facilitate the use of the con- 


tribution as a ready reference for persons seeking specific information. 
This bulletin is for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Washington, 


D. C., at forty cents per copy. 


MAUDE I. MuRCHIE 
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1936. 
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New York: Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 1935. 

Problems of the Business Teacher. Eighth Yearbook. Eastern Commercial Teach- 
ers’ Association. Philadelphia: Western Commercial Teachers’ Association, 1935. 
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